Mr. G.A. "Jim" Ogle

August 3, 1937 - August 15, 2020

It is with great sadness that the family of George A. "Jim" Ogle announce he passed away
suddenly on August 15th, 2020 at the age of 83.

Jim grew up in Lake Worth, Florida, where his father hooked him on fishing at a very
young age. His lifetime love of fishing and throwing his cast net would eventually earn him
the nickname “The Islander”. He later passed that love on to his sons, who as children,
would follow behind their father with a bait sack as he trolled the river for finger mullet.

When he was 8 years old, Jim suffered a life-altering accident while riding the bus home
from Sacred Heart Catholic School. A speeding taxi cab driver collided with the side of the
bus where Jim and several other children were riding. As a result of the impact, Jim’s leg
was mangled and nearly severed, so doctors recommended the leg be amputated below
the knee. But his father pleaded with the doctors to do whatever it took to save his son’s

leg.

After seven surgeries and countless prayers by family, friends, and the nuns at Sacred
Heart Catholic School, Jim’s leg was successfully reattached. Miraculously, he walked out
of the hospital six months later.

“l do believe the prayers were answered” Ogle said many years later. “And | can say with
true conviction that | had been the recipient of a very special occurrence known as a
‘miracle.”

Though his leg was saved, the doctors told Jim and his family he’'d shouldn’t play sports
again due to the high risk he’d completely lose the leg if it were re-injured.

But Jim didn’t let that stop him. He became a baseball pitcher where he could put more of
the focus on his strong right arm. Amazingly, during his senior year, Jim earned the
opportunity to play baseball for Lake Worth High School. Jimmy threw a no-hitter and
performed so well in other games that year the local newspaper took notice. Sports writers



heralded his success with multiple stories about Jim overcoming a devastating childhood
injury to become the team’s ace pitcher.

After high school, Jimmy began to pursue a passion for aerospace that began after he
witnessed his first rocket launch in 1950 when his family was living in Cocoa, Florida. Jim
was throwing his cast net for fish along the Banana River when he saw the bright flame
from one of the Air Force’s first rocket launches soar through the sky on its way into
space.

Jim’s path into aerospace would lead him to join a team with even higher aspirations. He
began his career as a checkout engineer with Douglas Aircraft in 1964 after graduating
from Georgia Tech with a degree in electrical engineering. Later, he became a launch
console operator in the blockhouse and firing rooms for the beginning of NASA's moon
program. Those early launches of the Saturn rocket led to one of the greatest
technological achievements of the 20th century: the landing of American astronauts on the
surface of the moon. Jim was in the firing room at NASA's Kennedy Space Center for the
historic launch of the Apollo 11 moon landing mission on July 16th, 1969. Jim would later
describe it as one of the most exhilarating moments in his life.

After the final Saturn launch in 1975, Jim joined Rockwell International after it won the
contract to build the Orbiter Vehicle for the Space Shuttle program. Jim spent the next 35
years working on the Shuttle program until the very last launch in July of 2011. Several
days after the final space shuttle came back from space, Jim received the first and only
layoff notice of his career.

In retirement, Jim was able to continue his passion for space. He volunteered as a docent
for the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex where he shared his personal stories and
answered questions from throngs of curious tourists about his work on the Apollo and
Space Shuttle Programs.

“What a beautiful ride | experienced during those wonderful, exciting, and sometimes sad,
51 years” Ogle recently recalled during an interview with his son. “I consider myself truly
blessed to have been a part of it.”

Jim is survived by his wife of 49 years, Barbara, sons James and Jason, and daughter
Kathryn. He is also survived by his eight grandchildren, his sister Mary Nail of Cocoa

Beach (Danny), nieces Debbie and Tiffany, and nephew Derrol.

In lieu of flowers, donations to can be made to the American Space Museum and Walk of



Fame at SpaceWalkOfFame.org

Livestream will be available at: ccmerrittisland.org/live



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

AUG 28. 10:30 AM (ET)

Calvary Chapel Merritt Island
3500 N. Courtenay Parkway
Merritt Island , FL 32953
(321) 453-6779



Tribute Wall

Mr. G.A. "Jim" Ogle

January 30, 2023 at 03:36 AM

Barbara Jim was my boss at KSC and the greatness boss. Jim was the most
knowledgeable and smartest person | have ever work with in my 37 years at the
Space Center. We had many great talks together and he taught me so much. |
will miss him so much. | will always have many memories of him. All the Ogle
family, Mary Rose and Rupert Stephens have the greatest sympathies for you all.
Rupert and Mary Rose Stephens

1793 Ladderback Court, Rockledge, Fl. 32955

Rupert Stephens - August 28, 2020 at 09:57 AM

Jim was a great American patriot and Space pioneer engineer. He helped make
America Great on the Apollo 11 launch team at KSC-LCC Firing Room #1 with
me.

Afterwords, he always promoted America FIRST in Space over the years.He will
be missed.

He wishes are that we fight to keep our America First !

MY prayers are with his family.

Carl Green, Firing Room Inspector

Carl Green - August 26, 2020 at 10:54 AM

Our sincerest sympathies on such a deep loss! We are so thankful for the time we
could spend together over the years enjoying mutual interests and reflections on
such a fantastic career and contributions to our nation by Jamie.

Jamie always concluded our dinner get togethers with the enjoyment of “breaking
bread” together. These could be boisterous at times, but always plenty of laughter
and good cheer!

God Bless you all and may Jamie rest in peace!

Steve and Melody

Steve and Melody Murray - August 22, 2020 at 11:29 AM



Gloria (Nail) Graham & and Family purchased the Peaceful Wh
ite Lilies Basket for the family of Mr. G.A. "Jim" Ogle.

Gloria (Nail) Graham & and Family - August 21, 2020 at 11:17 PM
The meaning of the term "BEST FRIEND" becomes real when you loose one to
eternity.

Jim Stone - August 19, 2020 at 02:02 PM

Amen to that Jimmy

James Ogle - August 19, 2020 at 05:30 PM

Forever in our hearts dad. Thank you for the greatest gift of all for me personally.
Teaching me the love of the river and the ocean in saltwater. Thank you for
teaching me the value and appreciation of God's creations in sea life

James Ogle - August 19, 2020 at 10:39 AM
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